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SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: CONTACT GROUP MEETING OF JANUARY 31 

REF: USUN 0301 

1 . DEPARTMENT AGREES THAT INCLUSION OF REFERENCE IN PRO- 
POSAL TO ESTABLISHMENT OF DEMILITARIZED ZONE ALONG 
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ANGOLA/NAMIBIA FRONTIER WOULD BE DESIRABLE. HOWEVER, 

WE ARE CONCERNED THAT REACHING AGREEMENT ON PRECISE 
FORMULATION AT THIS LATE HOUR COULD PROVE DIFFICULT AND 
MIGHT DELAY TRANSMISSION OF PROPOSAL TO VARIOUS PARTIES. 

WE SHARE CONCERN OVER SWAPO'S POSSIBLE MISINTERPRETATION 
OF THIS LANGUAGE. MOREOVER, SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO NAMIBIA/ 
ANGOLA FRONTIER COULD RESULT IN SWAPO DEMANDS FOR SIMILAR 
DEMILITARIZED ZONE ALONG NAMIBIA/SOUTH AFRICA FRONTIER. 
QUESTION OF ARRANGEMENTS TO INSURE SECURITY OF NAMIBIAN 
BORDERS WILL OBVIOUSLY BE TOPIC OF DISCUSSION DURING 
PROXIMITY TALKS, AND DEPARTMENT BELIEVES IT COULD BE 
APPROPRIATELY DISCUSSED DURING DELIVERY OF CONTACT GROUP 
PROPOSAL IN LUANDA (SEE BELOW). 

2. IN VIEW CONTINUING OPPOSITION WITHIN CONTACT GROUP TO 
OUR POSITION THAT CONTACT GROUP PROPOSAL BE PUBLISHED, 
DEPARTMENT CAN GO ALONG WITH VIEWS OF OTHER CONTACT GROUP 
MEMBERS THAT PROPOSAL BE GIVEN WIDE DISTRIBUTION AS 
DISCUSSED PARA 2 REFTEL, BUT THAT FORMAL PUBLICATION BE 
AVOIDED. MISSION SHOULD MAKE CLEAR, HOWEVER, THAT WE 

MAY RETURN TO THIS SUBJECT SUBSEQUENTLY IF DAMAGING LEAKS 
BY SWAPO, SOUTH AFRICA OR OTHERS OCCUR. 

3. TIMING FOR DISTRIBUTION OF PROPOSAL TO VARIOUS PARTIES 
DISCUSSED PARA 3 REFTEL IS ACCEPTABLE TO DEPARTMENT. WE 
ALSO AGREE WITH CONTACT GROUP'S DECISION TO DELAY GIVING 
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PROPOSAL TO SWAPO UNTIL CONCLUSION OF SOUTH AFRICAN NO- 
CONFIDENCE DEBATE FEBRUARY 2. 

4. AS REGARDS TRANSMISSION OF PROPOSAL TO ANGOLANS, 

WHILE WE WOULD NOT WISH TO OBJECT TO PARTICIPATION OF 
FRENCH AMBASSADOR THABAULT, WE SHARE MISSION'S VIEW 
THAT THIS IMPORTANT TASK SHOULD NOT REPEAT NOT BE LEFT 
EXCLUSIVELY TO FRENCH. WE UNDERSTAND THAT CONTACT GROUP 
WAS FAVORABLY INCLINED TO PROPOSAL THAT REPRESENTATIVES 
OF LAGOS EMBASSIES, INCLUDING AMBASSADOR EASUM, MAKE TRIP 
TO LUANDA TO DELIVER PROPOSAL, AND THIS WOULD BE DEPART- 
MENTS PREFERRED VARIANT. 

VANCE 
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